Live in peace, shephend

great Thou art Mo W
Baselious Marthoma Chuistmas
Didymos | Leader, fountain
of learning Foundationt
like the apostles For the
church; Thou art like Paul
Comrade for cloud of
prophets Counted among
apostles  Glorious like
Elijah great Ascetic like
Yuhanon Church is blest
receiving Thee Many
returns of the Day Bava !
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Greetings in the name of Lord

Please read Psalms: 136, which shows :
importance Thanks giving. We now completed
a month in this year. New Year means
celebrating the end of a year and welcoming i
new year. Sometimes when we look |to Sy S

Metropolitan of Thumpamon diocese H.G.Philipose
Mar Eusebius entered into eternal rest at 11:05 PM.
His Grace was admitted in the Muthoot Hospital,

ourselves we can see our life is not changec [ Kozhencherry for the last few days. The mortal
God is providing everything before we think o/ remains of His Grace will be taken to Basil Dayara
of it. Our three days Lent (Feb 2-4) and Greal ' Chapel. The funeral conducted at Basil Dayara

; ing i i 16J , 1931 — . . .
lent (Feb 23to Easter) is coming in this mo”etg ( 1 312;’2009) Chapel, Pathanamthitta on Friday 11:00 AM. With

M| Bishop ar Makarios (March 7. All e dajs H G Phiipose Mar | great sadness, we express our deep condolence on
(Rev. Fr. Happy | are important, but keep these days with fthe = Eusebios, the demise of our beloved Eusebious Thirumeni. May
Jacob) God (pavasam-be with gddhank God for Metropolitan of his soul_ rest In  peace. Let " us pray
everything; Praise Him; Adore Him. May Thumpamon to God. Thirumani visited our church on 5™ Feb 2005.
God Bless You All, In His Service, Diocese

Rev. Happy Jacob
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Contact Details 1" o
Venue : St. Joseph RC Church, Millfield, ' ' $&
Sunderland, SR4 6HP D | $
Vicar : Rev. Fr. Happy Jacob \ B (!
Tel : 07863562907 (26May1926 -
Secretary : Reji Thomas Kottarakara 23February2008)
Tel:  : 07962200998 Deportford and Millfield Community

Trustee : Raji Thomas Sunderland

Tel : 07888895607

Email :stthomaschurchuk@yahoo.co.uk

Web : www.sunderlandorthodoxchurch.com
Committee Members

Dr. Mohan George, Dr. Paul Peter, Mr. Babu Varghese, 1°' Death
Mr. Mathew Thomas, Mr. Cherian Mathew, Anniversary

Audtior : Dr. Abraham Samuel, Ex.Offico  : Mr. PhpiKurial

Association, Near Steels Club,
270, Havelock Building,
Millfield, Hylton road,
Sunderland, SR4 7XJ

MGOCSM completes 100 years of service to the studentbi®fchurch and beyor
(1908-2008). The centenary celebrations began with the Ce@tarmous conference ar
the closing was marked by the Centum Gratia confereneeefbber 26 December 3:
2008). The Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido €htitis Holiness Abur
Paulose was a chief guest of the Centum Gratia cowferdreaders frommany of the

MGOCSM: sister churches also participated in the events. Mayptesence of the Lord guide
It is a Century! movement always.

1908 - 2008
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“The canonization of Sister Alphonsa, as the firglidn female saint of
the Roman Catholic Church by His Holiness Pope Ben&dittis a
great recognition for all Indian Christians, especialey 8. Thomas
Christians.” —His Beatitude Paulose Mar Milithios Metropolitan.

Tonsuring Service of Bishop Designates
The tonsuring of 5 of the 7 Bishop Designates to monasdiers
(Remban) was held at Parumala Seminary on Thursday Decéthbe
2008. The service of tonsuring of Bishop Designates to monasters
was celebrated by His Holiness Moran Mar Baselios MaréhDidymos |,
the Catholicos of the dst, His Beatitude Paulose Mar Milithios and o
metropolitans of our church.

Catholicate Day: A great push for the social witness of thehurch

As part of the 2008 Catholicate Day celebrations, an aggresaivéngs been
created to expand the social witness and reach out goals of thek&fal@®rthodo
Church. This includes House Building Project for the Poor familiéseofociety
of the Servants of the Cross (60 lakhs), Marriage Aid for the {@@olakhs), Sick
Aid for the poor (10 lakhs), Education Aid for poor students (10 lakregyril
calamity Relief fund (30 lakhs) in addition to other projects.

Sabha Ratham HG Dr.Geevarghese Mar Osthathios's Navathy Year
The year 2008 marks the navathy (90) year of our beloved H.G. Drafgbeese
Mar Osthathios thirumeni. Thirumeni was honoured by giving him tbba&a
Ratham by HH Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Didymus I. The navséay
celebrations will continue till December 9, 2008. He continues t@ s the
president of the mission board, keeping the focus of MOSC'somissperspectiv
with the geatest teaching of Jesus Christ. His values are uniqueoHRdgrn for th
poor is divine. His achievements to reach out are beyond words pHeakess

#

Gundas came in three bikes attacked the shrines at Rahaats Amayannoor near Manarce
Kottayam last night. Two shrines of St.ThasnOrthodox Church and a shrine of Methranc
Orthodox Church was partially destroyed. After destroying thesdlae pieces were put in front
the St.Thomas Orthodox Church Vadakkanmannoor. H.B.PauloseMMigtios Metropolitar
visited the site thismorning. A protest meeting will be organised by the peopt
Vadakkanmannoor will be held today at 5:00PM at Vadakkanmanbustrict Collector Shri
P.N.Venugopal and Shri. V.N.Vasavan MLA visited the.sit

; The 2008 Mumbai attackswere a series of ten coordinated terrorist attackssadviumbai
8 India's financial capital and its largest city. Theaels, carried out by a Pakistan-be

@ terrorist groupusing automatic weapons and grenades, began on 26 November 2008 al

on 29 November 2008.At least 173 people were killed and at least 3@8iniged in thy
attacks. Eight of the attacks occurred in South MumbaChdiatrapati Shivaji Terminushe
| Oberoi Trident, the Taj Mahal Palace & Tower, Leopold C&fna Hospitalthe Orthodo:
Jewish-owned Nariman House, the Metro Cinemiad a lane behind the Times of Ir
building behind St. Xavier's College. There was also an explagitilte Mazagaodocks ir
Mumbai's port area, and a taxi blast at Vile PaBl the early morning of 28 November,
sites except for the Taj Mahal Palace had been securktlilmpai Policeand security force
An action by India's National Security Guarais 29 November resulted in the conclusio
the Taj Mahal Palace encounter, ending all fightindvenattacks. Ajmal Amir Kasalthe only
terrorist who was captured alive, disclosed that the attackers veenbens of Lashkar-e-Toill
, the Pakistan-based militant organization, considered a igtroyganizationby India, the
fl United States, and the United Kingdom, among others. The I&aernmentsaid that th

attackers came from Pakistan, and their controllers werPakistan. The attacks dr
| widespread condemnation across the world on January 7, 2009maferthan a month
denial, Pakistan's Information Minister Sherry Rehnuddficially accepted Ajmal Amir’
nationality as Pakistani.
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Congratulations to all who made the event a success iay&oit. The historic gathering on the 16t
be a grand one. It will open blind eyes of the politigaiver & the people who didnt see the tru
yet. On this occasion of the Golden jubilee year ef1858 church unity may the history be repeat
by a new vision among the other faction. Malankara Sddaha Sammelanam was held o
November 16, 2008 at the St. Thomas Nagar, Mar Baseliosgeobrounds, Kottayam and saw or
of the biggest gatherings of the church loving orthodox Chriti&ihe Rally was led by H.H, anc
was attended by bishops, bishop elects, clergy, students Himttayam seminary, sisters fron
various institutions and people from each diocese (inahlgtical order). The speakers used tl
podium to crush false propaganda and myths that are spreadibysvgroups and societies an
used the occasion to educate the faithful of the truepirgtions.



His Holiness Karekin Il The Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenigils visit the

Malankara Orthodox Church and her head His Holiness MdiaanBaselios Marthoma Didymus |, The

Catholicos of the East & Malankara Metropolitan from NB8.His Holiness is coming to India to atte
the 300th anniversary celebrations of the Armenian camitsnin Calcutta and ChennaiHis Holiness
Karekin 11 . His Holiness Karekin Il will be received by His lihess Baselios Marthoma Didymus
at his Catholicate Palace, Devalokam on the 5thHdlmess Karekin Il will be confered the Order of

Thomas by His Holiness the Catholicos of the Eas, flunction at Mammen Mappilai Hall on 6th. His

Holiness will attend a couple of functions at Parumald #me inauguration of the newly bu

and consecrated Metropolitan's Residence of MavelikareeBéoon the 7th. On the 8th His Holings

will visit the Orthodox Theological Seminary and will inawgte the recording studio at SRUTI compl
His Holiness will leave to Chennai in the evening.
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The Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahido Chureh Hibliness Abuna Paulose will visit the

Malankara Church from 29-31 December 2008. His Holinessawilve at the Trivandrum Internation
Airport on 29 where His Holiness will be received by H.8ulose Mar Milithios Metropolitan and oth

Metropolitans of the H. Church. By around 7:00 PM Hisitzss will reach Catholicate Aramana wher
His Holiness will be received by the Primat of thelafékara Orthodox Syrian Church His Holings:
Baselios Marthoma Didymus I. On 31 His Holiness wilatl the centenary celebrations of MGOCSM

His Holiness will return on 31 after the short visitMalankara Church.
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His Grace Anba Angaelos of Coptic Orthodox Church of Aexandria (Egypt), will be visiting

Malankara during 28-30 December 2008. Bishop Angaelos Britmdent of the Council of the Oriental

Orthodox Churches in the UK. His Grace is the curremptiC Orthodox Bishop for England and t
Patriarchal Exarch for the Youth Ministry at the Rathal Centre and the Coptic Orthodox Theolog
College at Stevenage, England. As a charismatic spihiazal, a distinguished youth leader and a

wisher of Malankara Orthodox Church, the visit will feenarkable in our history. Bishop Angaelos will

be attending the MGOCSM centenary celebrations andeieading a class and interactive session.
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H.H.Baselios Mathews Il Orma Perunnal
KOLLAM : The third death anniversary of Baselios Mar Thoma MBathll will be observed by th
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church at Mount Horeb Ashean$asthamcotta from January 18 to
Baselios Mar Thoma Mathews Il served the churchsalishop for 52 years and 15 years as Catho
of the East. Catholicos-designate Paulose Mar Milithiwgkhoist the church flag on January 18
launch the death anniversary observance services.|lbavifollowed on the first two days by vario

competitions for students. A women’s conference wdl feld at 10 a.m. on January 21. Th
commemoration meeting to be held at 10 a.m. on JarR&amill be inaugurated by Water Resourge
Minister N.K. Premachandran. Former Vice-ChancalfoBanskrit University K.S. Radhakrishnan will

deliver the keynote address. There will a retrealamuary 24. The next day, Leader of the Opposi

Oommen Chandy will launch a web site on Baselios Mama Mathews Il. On January 26, the deat

anniversary day, the services will be led by Catholafohe East and Malankara Metropolitan Base
Mar Thoma Didymos |.
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Paul Ciniraj Mohamed

Chennai (India) , SVM News, 13 November 2008: Paul Ciniraj Mohamed, the India Missionary
bagged the award for religious harmony from the Inter-religious Movement for the World Peace.
Award will be presented in a special function held in Chennai during the first week of April. He
was selected by a special committee of the cultural and social wing of the movement under the
presidentship of Dr. S.P. Upadhyaya. Col. Veera Selvam, Mulayam Kocharath, Sadhu Johann,
Prof. M.Abdul Majeed, Stephen P. John and Dr. Aparna Ahuja were the members of the award
committee. The award consists of cash award, citation and plaque. Paul Ciniraj Mohamed was
born and brought up in a Muslim family named "Kochera" at Kalloor in Thiruvanandapuram,
India as the son of a retired Headmaster Kassim Pillai and housewife Fatima Beevi. Ciniraj did
education at Kalloor Upper Primary School, Pothencode Lekshmi Vilasom High School,
Trivandrum Mar Ivanios College and University College. While he was a student he involved
with the activities of Gandhi Peace Foundation, Sarvodaya Mandalam, Kerala Grandhasala
Sangam and Alcoholic Prohibition Movement. He was fully involved with peace march
conducted by the Gandhi Peace Foundation against the communal riot which was held at
Vizhinjam - Poovar area in Trivandrum District under the leadership of Mr. C. Achutha Menon,
who was the Chief Minister of Kerala at that time. Paul Ciniraj used to read all kinds of religious
books and was sharing its contents to others. He believed Hinduism, Christianity and other
religions too alongwith Islam. He approached religious leaders of Hinduism and Christianity to
learn more from them. And he made a good contact with Benedict Mar Gregorios, the
Archbishop of Trivandrum, Guru Nitya Chaitanya Yati of Narayana Gurukula, Varkala.

He shared with his friends what he learned. It provoked the leaders of Kalloor Muslim Jama'ath, where he was a member. They
warned against his activities first and then excommunicated from the Jama'ath. So he came out from home. While he was

kicked off from the community he had certain personal experiences and with that he approached the Catholicose of the East
Baselios Marthoma Mathews | and he enrolled him to the Indian Orthodox Church as a member upon request. He studied more




about the faith and liturgy about Christianity. Holy Episcopal Synod under the presidentship of Baselios Marthoma Mathews II
declared Paul Ciniraj as "Malankara Sabha Missionary". It was first ever in the history, a laity, who came from another religion
appointed as the Church Missionary of the Indian Orthodox Church by the Holy Episcopal Synod. On 1988 January 17 he
married with Mercy Ciniraj at Devalokam Catholicate Palace, Kottayam. They have two sons Besly Ciniraj and Lesly Ciniraj and
a daughter Hepzy Ciniraj. Nearby the Catholicate Palace they owned a house and sheltered. His parents, brothers and sisters
visited him at his house many years after his marriage. Though he was excommunitated from Kalloor Muslim Jama'ath, he was
specially invited by Imam of Kalloor Mosque by the permission of the Jama'ath Committee to attend the funeral services of his
father on 2001 and mother on 2004. It was unusual and an historical event that an excommunicated man from Islam was called
back by the Imam and Jama'ath committee of the same mosque to attend funeral services of the parents. Paul Ciniraj served
as the President of the Baseelia Foundation, Director of the Salem Voice Ministries, President of the Kalloor Public Library,
President of the Christian Ministers of the Churches in India, Secretary of the Kaduvakkulam United Christian Committee and
the Organising Secretary of the Malankara Sabha Prarthanayogam. He is active for world peace, national unity and charitable
works among children, poor and illiterates. He is a well known convention speaker. He spreads the messages of Love and
Peace. He has written and published dozens of books in Malayalam. Some of the books are:-- 1. Maranavum Roopantharavum
(The Death and Transfiguration), 2. Itha Ninte Amma (Behold Thy Mother), 3. Swargeeya Ayiru (The Heavenly Ore), 4. Bible
Tablet and Quiz, 5. Vishudha Qur'an Quiz (Quiz from the Glorious Qur'an). He published many articles in periodicals too.
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01/04/09 | Arrival and stay Mr. Reji Thomas Kottarakara
02/04/09 | Stay Mr. Reji Thoms Kottarakara
03/04/09 | Prayer Meeting in Mr. Saji Abraham Newcastle Mr. Reji Thomas Kottarakara
Resi. and stay at Mr. Saji Abraham
04/04/09 | Hosana and stay at Mr. Mathew Thomas resi. Mr. Mathewaghom

05/04/09 | Prayer Meeting at Mathew Thomas resi. and stay r. Mathew Thomas Middlesbrougl|
Mr. Paulose Ninans house.

-

06/04/09 | Prayer Meeting and stay at Mr. Philip Kurians resi. Pdulose Ninan

07/04/09 | Prayer Meeting and stay at Mr. Philip Kurian’'s Rgsi. Mr. Philip Kurian
Sunderland

08/04/09 | Peshaha service at St. Joseph RC Church and stay atMr. Raji Thomas Sunderland
Mr. Raji Thomas Sunderland

09/04/09 | Prayer Meeting and stay at Mr. Raji Thomas’s Resi. Rijr.Thomas Sunderland

10/04/09 | Good Friday at St. Joseph RC Church, and stay |atMr. Mathew Thomas Middlesbrougl}
Mr. Mathew Thomas'’s resi. Sunderland

-

11/04/09 | Good Saturday at St. Joseph RC Church, Sunderlafrd Mathew Thomas Middlesbrougl
and stay at Mr. Mathew Thomas'’s resi.

-

12/04/09 | Easter Sunday at St. Joseph RC Church, Sunderland Dr. Mohan George
13/04/09 | Stay at Dr. Abraham Samuel Resi. Sunderland Dr. Abr@aamel
14/04/09 | Going back to Kerala Mr. Reji Thomas Kottarakara,
Dr. Abraham Samuel & Mr. Varghese
Cherian
Farewell

Our Church member Mr. Praveen Thomas and Family is ledviAgstralia on 28 January 2009.
Mr. Praveen Thomas was our ex. church secretary andf lo¢loalr church and all members, we
wish him and his family all the best and good wishes ferfature. We will miss you all.

Our Church’s New Address

St. Thomas Indian Orthodox Church,
P.O. Box:1272, SunderlandSR5 9HJ
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Address Change
Dr. Suresh Thomas Mr. Jacob Varghese
5 Meadow Mews 17, Hillbeck Street,
Shiremoor,Newcastle Upon Tyne Bishop Auckland, County of Duram
NE27 0BD DL14 6SF
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Mr. Babu Varghese

St. Mary Magdalene’s

56 Felstead Crescent Church Hall,
Ford Estate, Sunderland, Wilson Street, No Prayer Meeting on April due to Holy
SR4 0AB Millfield Week
Tel: 01915689574 ’
Mob:07903271217 Sunderland
Email: babutalks@yahoo.co.uk
& *)
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Annual Church Anniversary
General and Holy Week
Bod H.G. Late Dr. 'I_'homas
y Mar Makarios
2008-09 Memorial Service

Mr. Gee Varghese,
64, Trevor Terrace,
North Shields, NE30 2DE

Tel: 0191570208 & Mob: 07915615964

Email: jobinvO01@gmail.com

Harrogate

Mr. Jacob Mathi Mulamoottil

34 Stanhope Drive,

HG2 7RE

Tel: 01423819964

Email: jacobmulamoottil@yahoo.co.in

Finished B.Tech. Information Technology from Anna Univers@iiennai and MSc.
Computer Network Technology from Northumbria Universitgwdastle Upon Tyne.
He is son of Mr. & Mrs. Mr. Gee Varghese from Nortinedd.
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Mrs. Saramma Sabu Mrs.Sindhu Giju Mrs.. Sarah Varghese
mr' \:oy g:fli_CkSCgag Kumari. Anjeli Noby Mrs. Sobha
asler. Thilip V babu Kumari. Jean Jacob Mr. Reiji Philip

Kumari. Marietta Cherian

Kumari. Mary Zachariah

Master. Remo Reji Thomas

Master. Matthew Sam Abraham

Dr. M.S. Alexander

Mrs.Usha Jacob

Mrs.. Bini Manoj

Kumari. Amie Elsa Geroge

Mrs. Nisha Kose

Mr. Jinu Varghese George

Mr. Kose P Jacob

Master. Sam Biju Rajan

Mr. Babu Varghese

Kumari. Neethu Varghese

Kumari. Melba C Paul

Dr. John Philip

Mrs. Sreela Geroge

Mr. Gini Kodiyattu

Mrs. Lali Jacob

Mr. Praveen George Thomas

Mr. Ajith A Varghese

Master. Immanuel K Jini

Kumari. Liyan Jacob

Master. Abey Sam Abraham
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Mr. Philip Kurian & Annamma Philip
Mr. Manoj Kuriakose & Bini Manoj

Mr. Reji Thomas Kottarakara & Sheeja Reji
Mr. Kose P Jacob & Nisha Kose




Kurian Puliyeril)

(An article written on the 80th Birthday of Thirumeni by Dr. Paulos Mar Gregorius. Translated by Jose

H.G. Dr. Philipose Mar Theophilus Metropolitan for the
development of Malankara Orthodox Church are great and unique.
Before the Second World War, Malankara Orthodox Church had
contacts with a very few Churches in the overseas. The Malankara
Orthodox Church started its attempts from the 17" Century to
build up a healthy friendly relationship with the Syrian Orthodox
Church in the Middle East, at a time when the Catholic Church as
well as the Anglican Church in Europe was attempting to take hold
of the Church in Malankara. The Syrian Orthodox Church, which
maintains the identical faith and traditions of the Malankara
Orthodox Church also attempted to take control over the
Malankara Church not much later than establishing the friendly
ties. In fact the trials to take control of the Malankara Church were
initiated by H.H. Moran Mar Ignatius Peter Patriarch, who
convened the Mulanthuruthy Synod during his visit to Malankara in
1875. As a result of all these, Malankara Orthodox Church found it
difficult to establish contacts or even to trust the Churches in
foreign lands. As a result of the brave decision and act of
Kallasseri Valiya Bava (H.H. Moran Mar Baselios Geevarghese II,
Catholicose) of blessed memory to visit Eden Borough in 1935,
the outlook of Malankara Orthodox Church towards the
Ecumenical Movement was totally altered. Following this H.G. Mar
Theodosius Metropolitan of the Outside Kerala Diocese and
Rev.Dn. Korah Philip (Later H.G. Dr. Philipose Mar Theophilus
Metropolitan) has contributed much effectively for the growth and
development of the Ecumenical Movement.

But unfortunately when the Second World War broke out in 1939,
all such activities were not possible for some time. As and when
the war came to an end in 1945, few priests of Malankara
Orthodox Church started visiting Europe as Ambassadors of the
Church. The names of a few including Fr. Dr. V.C. Samuel, Fr.
N.G. Kurian, Dn. K.M. Simon and V.Rev. Thomas Ramban (later
H.G. Thoma Mar Dionysius Metropolitan of Niranam Diocese)
comes to my mind. But the contacts established and nurtured with
the Eastern Orthodox Churches by Fr. Dr. K. Philipose (H.G. Dr.
Mar Theophilus) remains stable and with brightness for the last
four decades.

Fr. Dr. K. Philipose established cordial contacts initially and solid
and sound mutual friendship later, as the official representative of
Malankara Orthodox Church, with sister Churches like the Russian
Orthodox Church, Greek Orthodox Church, Rumanian Orthodox
Church, Serbian Church of Yugoslavia, Bulgarian Church,
Armenian Church in Russia, Georgian Church and Coptic
Orthodox Church Fr.Philipose had served as the Secretary of the
Malankara Church for a very long period. Though he was not
elected by the Managing Committee or the Malankara Association,
he utilized his talents while being a true supporter and very loyal to
H.H. Moran Mar Baselios Geevarghese I, the then Catholicose of
blessed memory. In those days only, precisely in 1961, Delhi was
selected by WCC to convene its third Assembly. Imnmediately after
the Assembly sessions, a large group of Eastern Orthodox Church
representatives visited Kerala as the guests of Malankara
Orthodox Church. This visit enabled the Malankara Church to
establish certain new connections also. A grand reception was
awarded in the public meeting held at M.D. Seminary premises,
when and where H.H. Moran Mar Baselios Geevarghese I,
Catholicose presided. The Metropolitans from the Greek Orthodox
Church, the representatives of the Ecumenical Patriarch in
Constantine celebrated Holy Eucharist in Greek language prior to

the public reception. Fr. Dr. K. Philipose was behind the
arrangements of this visit and reception. He could organize a very
warm and praise worthy reception with the assistance of all faithful
across the Church. That is how Malankara Orthodox Church could
have a very sound and healthy relation with the Eastern Orthodox
Churches.

We could say shortly that mainly there are threefold net impacts of
the above said visit, though there are so many. First one is the
visits of the Pontiffs of the Churches. H.H. Moran Mar Vaskan
Catholicose of Armenia, H.H. Moran Mar Justinian Patriarch of
Rumania, H.H. Peeman Patriarch of Russia, H.H. Moran Mar Elia
Patriarch-Catholicose of Georgia visited Malankara Orthodox
Church at different times. The Metropolitans of Ethiopian Church,
Coptic Church, Bulgarian Church, Greek Church, Armenian
Church, Russian Church and Rumanian Church visited Malankara
Orthodox Church at different times. Not much later H.H. Moran
Mar Baselios Augen I, Catholicose and the present Catholicose
H.H. Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Mathews |, also could visit all
these churches.

| was appointed as the Associate General Secretary of WCC in
Geneve. It could be the second impact. As a result of the pressure
from all the Orthodox representatives who attended the WCC
Assembly at Delhi in 1961, H.H. Moran Mar Baselios
Geevarghese Il, Catholicose asked me whether | could proceed to
Geneve and | willingly obeyed His Holiness. Though | was asked
to join the staff of WCC by the then General Secretary Dr. Wisest
Huft. In 1960 | was in Oxford, when the offer from Dr. Huft came to
me and | had to deny the invitation. But when His Holiness asked
to serve WCC as a representative of all the Orthodox Churches, |
accepted the suggestion whole heartedly.

The third impact is the steps kept forward by each Eastern
Orthodox Church for mutual co-operation, harmony and friendship.
I was instrumental in organizing the meeting of the ancient
Eastern Orthodox Church prelates at Addis Ababa in Ethiopia in
1965 and the visits of the participants of WCC Assembly to
Malankara was the prompting factor. H.H. Moran Mar Augen |
Catholicose, H.H. Moran Mar Theophilus Patriarch, H.H. Moran
Mar Shenuda Patriarch, H.H. Moran Mar Yacub Ill Patriarch, H.H.
Moran Mar Vaskan Patriarch, prelates of Malankara (Indian)
Church, Ethiopian Church, Coptic Church, Syrian Church and
Armenian Church, respectively assembled in the Addis Ababa
Conference and they spent about ten days in common
discussions. It was a historical event.

As a result of this, the five ancient Orthodox churches together
held unofficial and later official discussions/dialogues with the
Orthodox Church in the family of Eastern Orthodox Churches in
the Greek Orthodox Family in 1964, 1967, 1970, and 1971. The
official dialogues are still continued. The discussions held at Amba
Bishoy Monastery in Egypt, last year, enabled the participants to
finalize the basic unity in the matters concerned to Faith. The
official dialogues will reach a definite and unique stand this year.
Malankara Orthodox Church is grateful to H.G. Dr. Philipose Mar
Theophilus Metropolitan for his services, while he worked as the
Foreign Affairs Minister of the Church and the Church always
remembers them with much gratitude. May God Almighty grant
Him all blessings.




