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Vicar & President 
 (Rev. Fr. Happy 

Jacob) 				

 
Greetings in the name of Lord 
We all know that our church is growing day by day. The 
managing committee and all our members are very much 
devoted their time and wealth towards its growth. The 
programmes we organised in the last year were very 
successful and to be appreciated. Most of the events helped 
so much to raise fund for our church as well as the co 
operation among the parishioners. Now we are trying to 
launch a new circulation for our church. We all know about 
the task and pain behind it. But it would be very much 
useful to our members. Our secretary in his letter says 
clearly about the purpose of the circulation. I hope you all 
will use it and contribute well to the coming issues. 
May God Bless You All, In His Service  
Rev. Happy Jacob 

 

 
Contact Details 

Venue  :  St. Joseph RC Church, Millfield,  
                Sunderland, SR4 6HP 
 
Vicar     :  Rev. Fr. Happy Jacob 
Tel        :  07863562907 
Secretary : Reji Thomas Kottarakara  
Tel:       :  07962200998 
Trustee :  Raji Thomas Sunderland 
Tel        : 07888895607 
 
Email   : stthomaschurchuk@yahoo.co.uk 
Web      : www.sunderlandorthodoxchurch.com 
Committee Members 
Dr. Mohan George,  Dr. Paul Peter 
Mr. Babu Varghese, Mr. Mathew Thomas 
Mr. Cherian Mathew 
Audtior                 :  Dr. Abraham Samuel 
Ex.Offico              :  Mr. Philip Kurian 

 
Secretary 

(Reji Thomas  
Kottarakara)   

 
This is a new venture of our church.  As of now, we 
introduced many new programmes in this year.  This news 
letter surely help you to know more information about each 
programmes and forth coming programmes of our church, 
Diocese, Devalokam and our neighboured churches.  I will 
try to my maximum to cover as much as I can.  Keep 
supporting. 
God Bless You,����������������������������
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We had conducted a OVBS for our Sunday school students  on Aug 22, 23 and 24.  Orthodox Vacation Bible School 
(OVBS) is a religious educational program under the Sunday School Association of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian 
Church.   We follow the theme and general guidelines established by the Central Office in Kottayam, Kerala , India .  
The program is structured to encourage children to worship, learn, and grow in their spiritual lives.  Children enjoy 
OVBS, learn many valuable lessons, and look forward to the following year’s OVBS.  In addition, the current Sunday 
School President, Rev. Fr. Happy Jacob, provided constant guidance and direction.  Mrs. Annamma Philip,  and Mrs. 
Kunjumole Joy co-ordinated the event. We had two sessions Beginners and Primary. 
 

mailto:stthomaschurchuk@yahoo.co.uk


Beamish Picnic 

 

 
	

���%!&	'����!&	��()	����*�+,#$	-	����	��!)��	����*� +	
	

 

	
	
	
	



	
	


���,#$  
 
�	
��
��
���
���
��
���������	
��   Was celebrated Onam with  family on 6th September after Holy Qurbana 

with 
�!�	�!(�)! .  Onam is the national festival of Kerala, it marks the homecoming of legendary King Mahabali and is 
an annual harvest festival. It is a popular festival among the cultural repertoire of Malayalees. Traditionally celebrated as a 
harvest festival, mythologically it is linked to Malayalee-culture; but Onam is celebrated by people of all religions.  ����������	��
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion
http://www.annshomestay.org/onam.htm
http://cookinghelpsite.com/view.php?id=1383
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Many are concerned with the date 
of our Association Sept 11.   
 
In the recorded history of our 
church, possibly this is the 8th 
Association, God willing, we are 
going to conduct in the month of 
September.  Before Bin Laden's 
father was born, an Association 
was conducted in 1886 on Sept 
11, at Pazhaya Seminary 
Kottayam and one of the crucial 
decisions with regard to the 
financial contribution of the 
Parishes for public welfare was 
taken and also Rev.Fr. Konnatt 
Kora Yohanan Malpan (Grand 
Father of our present Priest 
Trustee) and K. K. Ulahanan were 
elected as priest Trustee & Lay 
Trustee respectively. To those 
concerned with the numerology 
aspect, let the 9 represent the nine 
orders of the Angels and the 11 
represent the 11 disciples who 
were with Jesus at the time of His 
crucifixion and resurrection. Let 
them along with all other Saints 
and the departed faithful intercede 
for us.  So let us set aside our 
concerns and pray for our Church 
and have faith that whatever 
happens on that day is the will of 
God.  
 
However, I feel the date was 
selected because it is Onam 
Holiday and many of our 
Association members especially 
from far-off can take part both for 
Onam and in the Association in 
their native place. Meanwhile, the 
possible outcomes of the 
Association could be, At the time 
of introducing the candidates to 
the Association members, there is 
a possibility of 3 candidates 
willingly withdrawing paving 
way to a unanimous decision to 

elect the remaining seven or who 
knows it could be to unanimously 
elect the whole 10 as we need a 
few more. (we have 7 bishops 
above 70 and are not in the pink 
of their life & 7 dioceses without 
Bishops) 
 
In case of an election there is a 
possibility of zero to seven 
candidates getting elected. 
 
If the Association can elect seven 
candidates unanimously or by 
vote it would be a great 
achievement.  If we can't elect the 
required number of candidates as 
it happened in the past elections, 
it would be worthwhile to 
consider changing the present 
system of voting. 
 
 
One of the reasons in case of an 
election not electing seven 
candidates is because of the 
number of invalid votes and the 
lack of knowledge about the 
candidates.  Many a members 
vote only to the persons they 
know as a result they don't mark 
against the required seven 
candidates resulting in their vote 
getting invalid. To overcome this 
we need to educate our voters and 
also ensure that all the 
Association members cast their 
votes.  
 
Since His Holiness has informed 
that in future there will be 
changes in the Bishop Election 
criteria, it would be worthwhile to 
deliberate on the present pattern 
of voting and make necessary 
changes in the system. 
 
We as a church are proud of 
having a constitution before the 
Govt. of India had one. Does it 
mean that we lack leaders today 

with the same foresight of leaders 
who led us in the past?  No. In 
fact we have too many today. 
Could be "too many cooks spoil 
the broth".  If we can implement 
the Photo Identity card system 
and also conduct this  
Association meet in North Kerala 
since the Mulathuruthy Synod in 
1876, it shows that we don't lack 
foresight.  
 
Today counting of votes is taking 
lot of time especially when we 
have to count the votes of clergy 
& laity separately and in case of a 
recount it further delays the 
process.  If we can find out the 
possibility of using the electronic 
system used in the local 
government elections, it will save 
lot of time and confusion.  
Moreover by way of software we 
can ensure that every voter casts 
all his votes. 
 
 
Since many a people travel and 
work around the world it is 
practically not possible to expect 
all the voters to cast their votes in 
an election, thereby further 
reducing the percentage of votes.  
However, the Postal voting 
system has come out as a remedy 
for this and many a Governments 
and organizations are using this 
facility successfully.  Today we 
see even postal voting system 
getting replaced by internet 
voting. 
 
As such it is high time our 
Church put into operation at least 
the Postal voting system for 
members outside Kerala to begin 
with. Plan ahead... it was not 
raining when Noah built the Arc. 
 
 
 



MALANKARA ASSOICATION ELECTED 7 BISHOP CANDIDATES  
ON 11TH SEPTEMBER     

 
  

Very Rev. 
hristophoros 

Remban 

Rev. Fr. Stephen 
OIC 

Rev. Fr. John 
Panikar 

Rev. Fr. Dr. 
Markos Joseph 

Very Rev. Yeldo 
Remban 

Rev. Fr. Dr. 
Mathew Baby 

Rev. Fr. Alex 
Daniel 

Kottayam Thumpamon Thiruvanthapuram Thumpamon Kochi Diocese Mavelikara Kollam 
 

CONGRAGULATIONS TO H.H.THE CATHOLICOSE  
 A BREIF REPORT OF MALANKARA ASSOICATION.   BY "DR M.S.ALEXANDER, LEEDS, ENGLAND  
 
I  was at the meeting. It was a very well conducted meeting with good disipline of our members. H.H The Catholicose requested 
the Association to select 7 candidates among the 10, and they did choose 7. There was no evidence?of any campaigning?for 
votes from the candidates. All of them behaved in an excellent manner. The Catholicose elect requested the members not to 
clap their hands when the candidates appeared on the stage one by one, and not a single person clapped his hands. Even 
though there were?lot of adverse comments on the process of election, before the election, there were not a single objection for 
the process from the floor. The vote was indeed a vote of confidence in H.H.The Catholicose and all those who worked with him 
- the Holy Synod,?the Managing Committee, the Screening Committee, the Monitoring Commitee, the conduct of?the election 
under the supreme efficient work of Mrs Sosamma IAS? and her team.?The local Committee under the leadership of Fr. Konatt 
Achen did a splendid job for the smooth running of the meeting. The local Police was very effective to control the traffic, but their 
help was not required to maintain law and order. Fr Jacob Kurian addressed the meeting quoting Psalm 118 and helped the 
members to focus their attention to the task in hand. The delivery of the speech was better than that of Martin Luther King's 
speech on?" I have a dream." The Catholicose Elect Milithiose Thirumeny read the written address of H.H.The Catholicose. 
That was the best speech I have heard from our Bava Thirumeni. We have a very young Catholicose at present and he is only 
about two years in to his job as our Catholicose. He is aware of his chronological age, but he is?really in charge of our church. 
Our Bava Thirumeni gets very good support from the Catholicose elect H.G.Mor Milithiose?and from the members of the Holy 
Synod.  
 
We got a young Sabha Secretary, and?two very good Sabha trustees - lay and clergy. In fact our church is led by a new team in 
the past two years, and it is no more the old Orthodox Church, but a rejuvenated Orthodox Church. Prof Onattu Kurian, Principal 
of Baseliose College was the master of ceremony of the meeting, but he never appeared on the stage. Yes, we have selected 7 
excellent?candidates and what we need is to ordain them as soon as possible and it is better to do this in Pambakkada Church 
itself. I am really proud to be a member of our Church, and has absolute trust in the ability of our leaders to lead us. All what we 
need to do is to love our church with all our hearts, and minds and support our church. The achievement of our Association 
meeting was by the grace of our God in response to our prayers. I congratulate H.H.The Catholicose and all those who worked 
with him. 
 
 

 
 



 
  

 
Orissa Tragedy  

 
 

 

 

The violence is concentrated in Orissa, a poor state on the eastern seaboard where Christian missionaries have long 
been active. But in recent weeks the attacks have spread. Since August 24, according to the Roman Catholic Church 
in India, 300 Christian villages have been destroyed in Orissa, 4,400 houses burnt, 50,000 people made homeless 
and 59 Christians killed and 18,000 injured. Churches and schools have been destroyed and in one particularly brutal 
attack a nun was seized and raped while local police stood by without intervening. Churches have also been attacked 
in six other states, largely in the south, but even in Delhi Christians have been threatened. 

Despite the denunciations of Dr.  Manmohan Singh, the Prime Minister, who called the Orissa violence a “national 
shame”, the federal Government has proved unwilling or unable to intervene. The state government, controlled by the 
BJP and its allies, has made little effort to halt the attacks, and local police are far from impartial. But Delhi is 
reluctant to impose presidential rule. And though middle-class Indians look with distaste at the quasi-fascist rallies 
and demagogic incitements of the RSS and its offshoots, a ban on their activities would be unworkable: the 
“Hindutva” movement is now so strong throughout India that it could easily sidestep restrictions. 

Dr Singh should need no prompting from the Vatican or concerned Christian groups in the West. An effective federal 
police force should be sent to Orissa and swiftly deployed. Instigators should be arrested and curfews imposed. And 
all India should resist this attempt to destroy the very basis of its polity and prosperity: its democracy and diversity. 
Without tolerance, both count for little. 

Very Rev. Cyril Remban passed away 

 

 
 Very Rev. Cyril Remban departed for heavenly abode today at 12:00 Noon IST. Cyril Rembachen, who 
was previously known as Panicker Achen was a member of the Chengamanadu Monastery. Rembachen 
was 91 years old. He was ordained as a Priest in March 25, 1958 and then elevated as a Rembachen in 
1987. Rembachen has served various parishes, with some being Kadashanad, Adoor, Kannakode, 
Puthiacavu, Calicut, Quilon, Adichanellur, Chenkulum, Trivandrum, Singapore, Malayasia, Vellor and 
Kundara Seminary. Rembachen has done his research on Monastic life in Monastaries of Egypt. 
Rembachen is also the author of various books on theology and monastic life. Please remember 
Rembachen in your prayers. 

Very Rev.  P C Yohannan Ramban, the Manager of Pamp ady passed away 

 

 
Our church has lost a great leader in the departing of Very Rev.Yohannan Rembachen. He was  a true disciple who 
walked in the footprints of his guru  and like Mother Teresa transformed Christian love in to service of his brethren. 
Any one who has seen Rembachen in action in Pambady or elsewhere would not have thought that he will depart us 
so soon. The various charitable and educational institutions lining the road to Pambady Dayara will stand as a lasting 
testimony to this true disciple of Saintly Pampady Thirumeni.   So also the sweet memories of any one who has 
visited the Dayara and witnessed his service of love and accepted his hospitality.  narrating Thirumeni's last day he 
writes. Quote " I feel I have been faithful to him every bit. On Sunday April 4, the day Thirumeni passed away into 
glory I myself led the Holy Qurbana and in clear consciousness Thirumeni partook of it. He tried to cross himself 
('Kurishu Varykan').  And the same night he left for his heavenly abode. I wetted his tongue till he breathed his last. 
Two days before he spoke his last words to me: "May God Bless You, my child". I felt contented. " Unquote we join 
the Pambady Dayara family and all others who grieve his sudden demise and pray that his soul rest with his guru. 

Malankara Orthodox Church Radio  
 
 

 

With the blessings of the Almighty Lord and Parumala Thirumeni, we are happy to announce the 
inauguration of the Official Malankara Orthodox Church Radio and release of the new music CD on 05th 
September, 2008 (Friday) by the Catholicos of the East and Malankara Metropolitan, H.H.Moran Mor 
Baselios Marthoma Didymus I. The inaugural ceremony is being conducted at Parumala Seminary from 
11.00 AM (IST) and is also presided by the Catholicos Designate H.B. Paulose Mar Milithios and our 
other metropolitans. Please check the website (http://www.orthodoxchurch.fm) to see the details of the 
programme. 
 



�

 Members who are due on their subscription are requested to clear their dues before end of this year. 
 We  already handed over Catholicose Day collection (£200.00) to Devalokam Aramana in July 2008. 
Those who wish to contribute for the Mission Sunday collection are requested to do so before our next 
Holy Qurbana.  Expense for sponsoring Holy Qurbana is £150.00 with out refreshments and £200.00 
with refreshments. May the God bless us!   Raji Thomas, Sunderland (Trustee)�
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Dr. Mohan George  
25 Sea View Road 
Sunderland  
SR2 7UP 
Tel: 01915654714 
Mob: 07802258738 
Email: geome@btinternet.com 

Mr. Biji K Varghese 
71 Cleveland Road 
High Barners, Sunderland, 
SR4 7JP 
Tel: 01915518123 
Mob: 07915657064 
Email:kkvarna@yahoo.co.uk 

Dr. Suresh Thomas 
5 Meadow Vale, Shiremoor, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE27 0BD 
Tel: 01912560443 
Mob:07940309119 
Email:  
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HARVEST 
FESTIVAL 

 

 
PARUMALA 

THIURMANI’S 
MEMORIAL 

SERVICE 
 

 
CHRISTMAS 

SERVICE 
ON 25/12/08 
AT 11.00am 
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Mr. Philip completed his GCSE in Yr 11 
with A grade in many of his subjects. He is 
son of Mr. & Mrs Babu Varghese and he is 
also a alter boy in our church. 

 

 
Mrs. Sony Reji achieved Bsc (Hons) Nursing 
degree from University of Sunderland.  She is 
working in Sunderland Royal Hospital  
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Mr. & Mrs. Manoj Kuriakose (Middlesbrough) Mr. & Mrs. Raji Thomas (Trustee) had baby boy and named him as Ruben  

Mr. & Mrs. Yohann Chacko   (South Shield) �������������	
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Mr. & Mrs. Shaji Jacob           (Silver Link) �
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Dr. Jacob Mani  Master. Justin Amos Jacob Mrs. Reena Moncy 

Mr. Gibu K Philip Mr. Varghese Cherian Mrs. Sheeja Reji 

Kumari. Reshma Elizabeth Raji Master. Rejo Reji Thomas  
Kumari. Jolsana Maria Joy Mr. Saji Abraham  
Master. Abin S Abraham Mr. Biju Rajan   
Master. John Luke Abraham  Dr. K.J. Zachariah  
Mrs. Rejani Paul Mrs. Aleyamma Varghese  
Mr. Yohann Chacko Dr. Sheeba Luke  
Kumari. Keziah Biji Mrs. Biby Elma Kurian  
 Kumari.  Christina Reji  
 Kumari. Sarah Suresh  
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Women's Participation    
By H.G. Yuhanon Mor Meletius Metropolitan (Thrissur ) 

 
 
Dear all, 
I have been following postings on the subject of women's 
participation n the Church. I am a student of Bible and 
theology. I have been so for the last three decades. I have 
never seen any passage in the Bible or any statement in 
the writings of our fathers that will stop us from giving equal 
participation to women. I certainly was not reading the Bible 
or the writings of the father from a prejudice on behalf of 
women. There are people who bring a statement from Paul 
who said, "Let women be silent in Church" to argue their 
case. They say that as if they have fulfilled all other 
directives from Paul and this is only one left to be 
implemented. Paul was talking to a specific situation and it 
was not meant to be taken as a universal law. Again Paul 
also has said, "there is neither male nor female, neither Jew 
or Gentile before God" (Read the Epistle to Romans). We 
can see Jesus' Attitudeon this when people asked him 
about the question of divorce.  To answer that Jesus took 
the creation story from Genesis chapter 1 and not from ch. 
2 (only a biblical student will understand the difference–
sorry about that). His statement categorically rules out any 
kind of sex discrimination. If we look at the kind of followers 
Jesus had we can understand how much He honoured the 
participation of women. However He was wise enough not 
to include women among his twelve disciples since He 
knew that in a male dominated society of His time, that will 
not help spreading of His Gospel, on the contrary will only 
adversely affect. However, he made them apostles to the 
apostles after his resurrection to tell the disciples about his 
resurrection (John 20:17). The fact that Jesus did not have 
any woman apostle to go to the world is no reason for us 
not having women in Church general body.  Let me state 
that once again: there is no reason ethical, biblical, social, 

legal or practical to segregate women from equal 
participation in the Church administration. 
 
 
Coming to the practical side of the issue; first our women 
themselves have to be educated on this. I have seen 
women who hold very important positions in the service 
sector of the Church saying "what is their problem, why do 
they want to be part of the general body? These are all 
western ideas. Now they ask this, once they get it, they will 
ask for ordination". I have seen people addressing women 
as Mrs. Mathew or Mrs. Nair. I think this should be 
changed. Women need to be seen as they are and not as 
appendix of some other person. I have seen wedding 
anniversary prayer requests in H. Qurbana with names like 
Mrs.  and Mr. Thomas or Mr. and Mrs. Abraham. Why can't 
they mention the name of the wife also? This happens on 
memorial- day of the departed too. These people have to 
be educated. Ours is a democratic administrative system. It 
has its merits and demerits. Our constitution was framed in 
1934. Those days, at least in our community there was no 
question of equal participation. Then we were in the court 
ever since and any kind of change on the constitution was 
looked up on with fear of losing the battle.  So we could not 
take up this question. In the 1995 judgement of the 
Supreme Court there was a reference to this issue. The 
Hon. Court said, `you say that all baptized members are 
part of the Church but do not give equal voting right to 
women, is it not a contradiction?'. But at that stage we were 
not able to do anything. After the 2002 Association Meeting, 
when the new Rule Committee (for the constitution 
amendment) was constituted, I submitted a petition to them 
giving eight reasons to make necessary changes to the 
constitution to include women's voting right. But it was not 



taken up since question of authority of H.H. Catholicos was 
again brought up in the court by the Jacobites (I do not 
think that it could not have taken up then itself. But when 
some say it is risky, people do not venture). Now that all 
general court cases are over, time is ripe to take up this. 
 
 
Once again, we should remember that ours is a democratic 
system of government. It is not just for the H. Synod to 
decide on this. The Rule Committee has to bring this up to 
the Managing Committee and then it has to approve this. In 
both these bodies we have only male members. We need 
to educate them too. That is why I said in my posting, 
`women should keep raising their voice'. Unless there is 
continuous voicing of the need people may conveniently 
forget it. Those who receive Bishops, Achens and 
prominent members of the Church in your Churches and 
homes should take up this question with them. It is sad and 
shameful that the wisdom Moses had, some seventeen 
centuries before Christ, is still lacking in our post modern 
community (Ref. Num. 27 with regard to the question of the 
daughters of Zelophehad. This is particularly in regard to 

the question Mr. Abraham Joshua of Baltimore put before 
me). To Mr. Abraham, it is not proper on my part to say who 
is against it. This has been a deep rooted injustice in our 
system. It can be removed only slowly and through steady 
and patient handling of the matter. So let us continue to 
struggle with this, not only women but also all men with a 
sense of justice and equality should address this question. 
The Synod has already shown its green signal (thanks to 
Barnabas Thirumeni who brought this up). 
 
Concerned individuals and congregations write to the Rule 
Committee to take this question up in its next sitting. Let 
this come in congregation General Body Meetings.  Let the 
Samajam committees send appeals to Church General 
Body Meetings and let them be an agenda in the meetings. 
Let them pass resolutions and send them to the Rule 
Committee. Let them continue to 
write about it in all forums. This is the only way in a 
democratic system any change could be brought in.  Let us 
be led by the wisdom of the Holy Spirit which our Lord said 
`will lead us to all truth'(John 16:13). 
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