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From left Dn.
Gabiriel (Ethiopian
Orthodox Church),
Rev. Fr. Saimpem
(Coptic Orthodox

Church),

Consort Mr.

Raymond, Hon.

Mayors Mary

Smith, Rev. Fr.
Abrham Thomas,

Rev. Fr. Happy

Jacob,
Rev. Fr. Varghese

T Mathew and

Dr. Paul Peter

Sunderland St Thomas Indian Orthodox Church celebragdast anniversary and the memorial service of the deg
Bishop on 7th March 2009 from 9.30am to 2pm in Deptford andiMdliCommunity AssociatignrSunderland, Unite
Kingdom. The programme started at 9.30am with Holy Masdkd by Rev. Fr. Happy Jacob, Rev. Fr. Abra
Thomas and Rev. Fr. Varghese Mathew. The Public Mestarted at 12 noon and welcome speech given by Re
Happy Jacob Vicar & President. Programmes were inaugurated by Hon. Maydlary Smith
Rev. Fr. Abraham Thomas, Rev. Fr. Varghese T Geroge, R. Gordon Rayon Vicar of St. Joseph RC Chi
Sunderland, Rev. Fr. Chris Jackcon represented from REclMNewcastle & ldxham Diocese, Hon Councillor N
Paul Dixon are addressed the people. Priests and refatdses from different denominations are attended.
programme concluded with Love Fest. St. Thomas Indidha@ox Church, Sunderland fellowship was formed ir
month of August 2004 and they are having Malayalam Mass og éseSaturday of the month. In the beginning
church had nearly 15 families in and around Sunderland angt&stle. As the days went the gathering started to
and thy are having 35 members all from North East,

Greetings in the name of Lord

The basic of all our teaching and faith is the éfélh God and
how to live a moral life following the ways taugis by Jesug
Christ. We are created in the Likeness and Imageaaf and
the Spirit of God is dwelling in us. In our life ware going
through the way of worldly desires and we kept elues
apart from both our fellows and of God. We beligvdesus —|
Son of God- the God among us.(Philipians2:6-7).v&.¢he
Lord, your God, with your whole heart, your whotik your
whole mind, and with all your strength" and "Loveuy
neighbour as yourself."We had to look the ways vatked in
the past life. This is the high time to repent.ifuourselves
and walk with Jesus .Wishing you all the love aradqge in
the days ahead. With Love and Prayédfs Happy Jacob

Vicar & President
(Rev. Fr. Happy
Jacob)
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Consecration of the Holy Chrism (Holy Mooron)

& & $ ' $

Rev. Fr. M. D. John is the manager of Parumala

Seminary and the director
of Attappady St.Thomas Ashram. Rev. Fr. K. V.
Joseph is the assistant

manager of Parumala Seminary.

The Lord is Risen. Hearty Cogratulations
respected John Rambachen and Jog
Rambachen to this divine call to Monadicders.
We wish both of you the best.

Award for Paul Manalil

We congratulate Shri .Paul Manalil for the achievement of Kerala Sahithya Accadamy Award.
Sri Paul Manalil stands taller today with the prestigious Kerala Sahitya Akademy’s G.N. Pillai
Endowment Award for the best Vaijnanika Literature (Literature on Knowledge). The Book
carries the title ‘Language Minorities in Kerala'. The book is an exhaustive academic exercise
dealing with the lingua franca of the minority communities like the Anglo-Indians, the Jews, the
Tamilians, the Kannadas etc. What makes the Award more significant is the fact that Sri Paul
Manalil is the third person from the Orthodox Church, coming after H.G. Dr. Paulose Mar
Gregorios and Prof. K. M. Tharakan, to receive the Academy Award. Sri Paul Manalil is
presently is the Assistant Editor of the Calicut Division of Malayala Manorama. The Orthodox
Community all over the world offers him all its salutations and good wishes. He was active with
our MGOCSM and we can be proud of playing a little part in molding his successful career. It is
high time that we thought seriously about a publications department in its real sense. The
achievement of Paul Manalil deserves much appreciation in this context.May God Almighty
strengthen such persons to do more and to help many others for the benefit of the society at
large. He is brother of our church member Dr. M.A Varghese.
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An Enduring Reminder of the Bishop’s Legacy
Campus To Unveil Memorial Sculpture for Bishop Makari

Alma College will unveil a figurative sculpture that reggets the spiritu:
ideals of the la Bishop Thomas Makarios during a dedication ceremon
p.m. Saturday, May 16 on Mcintyre Mall.

Bishop Makarios was a much-beloved professor of religsbudies at Alma
College who passed away in February 2008. In his 25 yearsnat Ak
introduced students to Indian philosophy and culture and helpetbgethe
Alma India Program, which has a relationship with theRdatMappilai
Memorial Public School in the village of Ayroor in thate of Kerala. Many
Alma students have performed volunteer work at thedaheer the years.

In addition, the Bishop was founder and leader of tl#&-Oanada Diocese
the Malankara Orthodox Church of India. His flowing retbes made him
well-recognized and distinguished presence on campus.

Orthodox Church Choir ZUMORO win first prize in the 10"
International Christian Music Competition.

s ) !

! /1) 0%
"1 ( 2 '331 4 '$
) $ " '333
$ " 5
#
67!
! 5 *§$ * 19

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



%

Mr. Jinu Varghese,
16 Holy Court,
Millfield,Sunderland,
SR4 7UJ

Mr. Gini Kodiyattu

36 White Field Drive
Longbenton, Newcastle
NE12 8LD

Mr. Manoj Kuriakose
29 Ottawa Road
Middlesbrough

TS4 2ND
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Annual N
General 3 Church OVBS
Body h‘-{k T Picnic Orthodox Vacation
2008-09 | A" Bible School
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Dr. Jacob Mani & Usha Jacob

Mr. Giju Paulose & Sindu Paulose
Mr. Gini Kodiyattu & Blessy Thomas
Mr. Biji Varghese & Sheena Varghese
Dr. Abrahaham Samuel & Sheeba Luke

Mr. Biju Rajan & Bindu Mary Thomas
Mr. Reji Philip & Shobha Honey Reji

Mr. Varghese Cherian & Aleyamma
Mr. Paulose C Ninan & Reena Paulose

Mr. Noby Mathew & Mary Noby
Mr. Sabu Kadavanthanam & Saramma
Mr. Jacob Varghese & Sissy Jacob

Mr. Varghese Cherian (Mr. Sunny) is selected as Extekodltor of our church. This selectio
made by Church Managing Committee Members and Vicar.

%

Mr. Noby Mathew
Mrs.Mary Noby

Mrs. Blessy Thomas

Mrs. Sissy Jacob

Mrs. Annamma Babu

Mr. Biji K Varghese
Kumari. Alma Moncy

Mrs. Lincymol Mani

. Mr. Raji Thomas Sunderland
10. Mr. Sabu Kadavanthanam
11. Mrs. Kunjumole Joy

12. Mrs.. Elizabeth Varghese
13. Mrs. Bindu Mary Thomas
14. Mr. Paulose C Ninan

15. Mrs. Reena Paulose

16. Mrs. Susan Zachariah
17. Mr. John Kankalil

18. Mrs. Aleyamma Varghese
19. Mrs. Achamma John

20. Dr. Annie Thomas

21. Mr. Manoj Kuriakose

22. Master. Kevin Reji

PN NN

©

Master. Jonathan Varghese
Kumari. Janeeta

Ann Jacob

Mrs. Junie Suresh

Mr. Moncy Kurian Mathew
Mrs. Sony Raji

Kumari. Della T Sabu
Kumari. Diana Sara Sabu

Dr. M.A. Varghese

10. Dr. Paul Peter

11. Master. John Paul

12. Mrs. Sandhya Mathew

13. Mr. Mathew Thomas Kummandil
14. Mr. Jacob Mathai Mulamoottil

CoNOOA~WNE

Mr. Reji Thomas Kottarakara
Dr. Suresh Thomas

Kumari. Sreya Suresh

Mrs. Sheena Biji

Kumari. Jesna Joy

Mrs. Susan Varghese

ogrwONE
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Mr. Raji Thomas Sunderland"s youngest sister Reena Mr. Geevarghese's (Babu North Shield) mothepassed
Benny (33)passed away on 29/04/09 in Kerg away on 8/04/09 in Kerala. Please pray for the departéd s

Please pray for the departed soul and their grieving family

and their grieving family.

D

HOLY WEEK SERVICE PICTURES : CELEBRATED BY : REV. F R. JOSE JOHN

Palm Sunday Service

Palm Sunday Service

Good Friday Service

Good Friday Kanji

Pesha Appam Murikkal

Peshaha Service

a

H. E. Mar Severius Moses Gurgan (Primate of Syriathddiox
Church of Europe) visited H. H. Didymus | at Pathanapu
Dayara. His Holiness Moran Mor Baselius Marthoma Didyr
I, Catholicos and Malankara Metropolitan of Malank
Orthodox Syrian Church has issued a Kalpana acceptin
newly consecrated Metropolitan H. E. Severius Moses Gu
of the Independent Syrian Orthodox Archdiocese of Wes
Europe.
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Whom are We Training?

Monks, Rabbis, Pastors or Preachers?

BY H.E LATE DR. PAULOS MAR GREGORIOS

In Thomas of Marga’sl Book of Governors, there is an

amusing story from the seventh century. Mar Isho-Yab lil,

who became Patriarch or Catholicos of the East in 650 A.D

and ruled for 10 years, was a very learned man. Before
election to the Patriarchate he was a monk in the mogaster
of Beit-Abe in Persia. He was elected because of his
learning, spirituality and character. He turned out adsloet

a strong leader.

When he was elected to the Catholicos, he wanted to
express his gratitude to the monastery which had shaped his
spirituality and character. He firmly believed that the
combination of spirituality and learning was the key to the
renewal of the Church. He decided to show his gratitude to
the monastery of Beit-Abe by building an academy or
school just next to this own former cell in the monastery,
and made his offer to the abbot and monks. The monks
were not interested and refused the offer. The Catgli
being all powerful, decided to go ahead with his decision,
even if the monks disapproved. So he assembled workers
and materials and began construction. It was impotheatt

the spiritual leadership of the church should have a good
education, even if some stubborn monks did not perceive
the necessity.

It was a large monastery. The monks gathered together,
went to the Catholicos, and said to him, more or kEss
follows:

“We are monks. We want to pray, to meditate, even to read.
But we want to do it on our own, in our cells. We don't
want to become school boys. If you want to build a school,
go somewhere else. The whole of Persia is at your dikpos
If, on the contrary, if you insist on building your school
here, we shall all go away.”

The Catholicos, Isho-Yab, being a learned man, must have
thought: "What stubborn donkeys these monks are! They do
not see the value of learning, nor understand the importance
of a wedding between sanctity and scholarship. The only
thing to do is to use my authority and frighten them into
good sense.” So musing, the Catholicos said to the good
monks:

“So you are angry with me. Why? Because | tried to bring

you the advantages of scholarship, and thus to bring honour
to our monastery? Meditation and scholarship are both

good, but they should go together. You don’'t know these

things. So | am going ahead with my plans for the school. |

am Catholicos, and | have authority over all monasteries

and convents. You cannot obstruct me. | say this to you in
the name of the Lord.”

Well, monks are difficult people to impress. They would
not give in. They simply left the monastery, as the

Catholicos continued with the construction of the schoc
They did not think that what the Catholicos said was fro
the Lord. Neither, apparently, did the Lord think so. fhar
Lord appeared to the Catholicos in a vision and told hi
that he had made a big mistake. Promptly Isho-Yab desis
from building the school in Beit-Abe. He recalled th
monks to their monastery and constructed his schc
elsewhere.

The question before us today is: What would the Land s
to us today? Should we attempt the impossible in ©
theological colleges -— the wedding between sanctity a
scholarship? In fact, we need, it seems, to bring an unus
number of different functions together. Let us list them:

1. In our age of complex organization, if a priest i
also not a good administrator, he would not be ak
to function well. We have to train our students i
management and administration.

Preaching is coming back to its own. Our pries
have to be trained as good preachers.

In the old days we could count on the family to d
most of the religious education. But today the prie
has to be a learned man, a scholar who speaks v
authority, as well as a good educator.

People are facing new and complicated problern
and unless a pastor can deal with personal proble
of his people with skill and understanding, he is n
likely to be a good parish priest.

The distinctive characteristic of our time is the
Church’'s greater sense of responsibility for th
whole of a pluralistic society. We need to give
training to our prospective priests in economics ar
sociology as well as in psychology and pastoralia.

Of course, the priest has the high responsibility «
offering up the sacrifice of the church and th
prayers of the people. Spiritual and liturgica
training is the essence of the life of the priest.

Living in India as we do, we have to become deep
rooted in the culture of our land, or we cannot b
real leaders of our people. This means knowir
something of our religious culture and philosophy
especially Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Sikhism
and Jainism.
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Is it possible to put all these various requiremertis amy
training programme for priests? And what we have listed
are but the minimum requirements — without worrying
about the specialized ministries within the social apastola
We have not mentioned the urgent need to train good
evangelists who can proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ
with power, or training priests for social work, for the
ministry of looking after the health of the people, and
specialized ministries in the media, in factories, in fess,

and so on.

This brings us to the crucial question of this brief tallas
Catholicos Isho-Yab right, or was the truth on the side o
the monks of Beit-Abe? Obviously the Lord was on the side
of the monks in seventh century. Which side would He be
on in the twentieth century? Let me define the two sides
clearly.

Catholicos Isho -Yab believed that sanctity and schojarshi
should go together, and that scholarship had something to
contribute to sanctity, and sanctity to scholarship. He
therefore felt that the right locale for a theological exgd

was a monastery; the monastic setting would make sure tha
the scholastic enterprise would be oriented towards the
glory of God and not towards the pride of man. The
discipline of a spiritual community provides the necessary
setting for training the leadership of the Church.

The monks of Beit-Abe, on the other hand, were
contemptuous about the paraphernalia of learning -- the
noise and bustle of students and the fuss of the professors,
the frequenting of libraries and lectures, the pretensioin a
sanctimoniousness of learned scholars. They were even
unappreciative of a common liturgical life. They objected
even to “the chanting of psalm and the singing of hymns”,
as well as to the recitation of the daily officeseywvanted
each monk to remain in his own cell -— “to pray, to
meditate, even to read” as they put it; but they did not want
to become school boys. They believed that pure spirituality
was totally independent of any scholarship. To them
scholarship was inimical to spirituality. They held the view
of the European monks of the pre-scholastic period -— that
the reading of the sacra pagina was not to raise asgiscu

of the quastiones disputatae, but simply to raise the mind to
meditation and contemplation.

We, Christians of the twentieth century, would find the
attitude of the Beit-Abe monks ridiculous. We have learned
to respect scholarship, and modern science and the
technology based on it have shown us that only careful,
cautious, methodical and painstaking scholarship can lead
to the brilliant achievements of modern civilization -— to
space travel, the electronic marvels, and the modern
comforts of life.

We do not even, at least in practice, agree with Catllic
Isho-Yab that only in the context of sanctity, scholarsh
gets its proper orientation. We know that it was the contt
of the Church that hampered modern science for a long ti
from free development. Once the Church lost its contr
science began to flourish on its own. Science findsws
orientation without the aid of religion, and religion only
holds it back from its own dynamic development. And dot
not the best theological scholarship even today emerge fr
the theological faculties of so-called secular universiiies
Europe?

| am now ready to make my point. | cannot identif
myself with any of the three positions | have describ
-— neither that of the Catholicos Isho-Yab, nor tf
monks of Beit-Abe, nor even with the 20th centur
academic theologian. But | recognize a partial truth
all three positions, and | want to submit that th
hardest struggle facing Indian theological education
whether Christian, Hindu or Muslim -— is a health
integration of the truth in all three positions
Doubtless, such an integration cannot be achieved
maintained except in severe tension. It will not beyea
to achieve; nor will it be easy to sustain once achieve

In our Christian theological Seminaries we see
double tension -— the striving for academic excellenc
| do believe that we have now some achievements
both of our strivings. But in that process, have w
become too much the children of the twentiet
century? Do we still have something to learn froi
Catholicos Isho-Yab and from the monks of Beit-Abe

| believe we do. | believe that it is urgent that weerte
this lesson. Would academic excellence and soc
economic relevance solve the problem of ol
theology? | do not think so. Latin American theologie
of liberation, some of which are of academically hig
guality, also have socio-economic relevance to sot
of the problems acutely felt by many thinking people
But are they sufficiently Christian?

The most important thing to remember is th:
Christianity did not begin with any academic theolog
It began with a charismatic event -— the incarnatibn
the Son of God from the Blessed Virgin Mary. Th
theological comprehension of that event came or
generations later. It was the event that held theepew
— even when it was imperfectly understood. | wond
how much of theology either the Blessed Virgin or tf
Twelve could handle. A Greek Orthodox priest, basir
himself on the Magnificat, has written a book to pro\
that the Blessed Virgin was a Socialist.
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